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after a student choir s practice session at a helsinki villa turns deadly detective maria kallio finds herself in the middle of the action and her first murder

case someone in the group wanted playboy tommi peltonen dead but that s one song these suspects refuse to sing behind the choir s jovial facade lies

bitter passion and the victim s seemingly perfect life hid a host of sins that made him a target of almost everyone in the villa as a young female and a

redhead to boot maria knows that solving this case will help her overcome her perceived shortcoming in the eyes of her colleagues but as the case takes

startling twists and turns and friends and foes become interchangeable will she be able to piece together the clues before the killer strikes again

after solving her first murder and leaving the helsinki police department behind maria kallio thought that a move to the neighboring city of espoo would

signal a fresh start a chance to not only put her new law degree to use but to nurture her budding romance with antti sarkela but when she discovers
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the strangled body of a new acquaintance old habits die hard for the redheaded sleuth especially since the accused is not only the victim s fianc but a

member of antti s family though she works as a legal counselor kallio soon finds herself unofficially investigating the murder now labeled a sex crime

while antti s relative may have some peculiar sexual tendencies kallio doubts that the man she s agreed to defend is capable of the crime to crack the

case kallio will have to pull back the curtain on espoo high society and uncover a secret someone is willing to kill to keep hidden her enemy the latest

addition to lehtolainen s bestselling crime series sends intrepid detective kallio into the dark side of human passion

this collection of articles studies the development of crime fiction in denmark finland iceland norway and sweden since the 1960s offering the first english

language study of this widely read and influential form since the first martin beck novel of maj sjowall and per wahloo appeared in 1965 the socially

critical crime novel has figured prominently in scandinavian culture and found hundreds of millions of readers outside scandinavia but is there truly a

scandinavian crime novel tradition scandinavian crime fiction identifies distinct features and changes in the scandinavian crime tradition through analysis

of some of its most well known writers henning mankell stieg larsson anne holt liza marklund leena lehtolainen and arnaldur indrioason among others

focusing on scandinavian crime fiction s snowballing prominence since the 1990s articles zoom in on the transformation of the genre s social criticism

study the significance of cultural and geographical place in the tradition and analyze the cultural politics of crime fiction including struggles over gender

equity sexuality ethnicity history and the fate of the welfare state scandinavian crime fiction maps out the contribution of scandinavian crime writers to

contemporary european culture and society making the volume valuable to scholars and the interested public

since the late 1960s the novels of sjowall and wahloo s martin beck detective series along with the works of henning mankell hakan nesser and stieg

larsson have sparked an explosion of nordic crime fiction grim police procedurals treating urgent sociopolitical issues affecting the contemporary world

steeped in noir techniques and viewpoints many of these novels are reaching international audiences through film and television adaptations this reference

guide introduces the world of nordic crime fiction to english speaking readers caught between the demands of conscience and societal strictures the

detectives in these stories like the heroes of norse mythology know that they and their world must perish but fight on regardless of cost at a time of

bleak eventualities nordic crime fiction interprets the bitter end as a celebration of the indomitable human spirit

scandinavian popular novels and films have flourished in the last thirty years in crime and fantasy in scandinavia andrew nestingen argues that the

growth and visibility of popular culture have been at the heart of the development of heterogeneous publics in scandinavia in opposition to the

homogenizing influence of the post world war ii welfare state novels and films have mobilized readers and viewers serving as a preeminent site for
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debates over individualism collectivity national homogeneity gender and transnational relations crime and fantasy in scandinavia provides insight into the

changing nature of civil society in scandinavia through the lens of popular culture nestingen develops his argument through the examination of genres

where the central theme is individual transgression of societal norms crime films and novels melodramas and fantasy fiction among the internationally

known writers and filmmakers discussed are henning mankell aki kaurismäki lukas moodysson and lars von trier

finland has occupied the political religious cultural and economic border between eastern and western europe since prehistoric times despite its peripheral

location the country has found itself in the mainstream of developments that created modern europe such as nationalism world wars industrialization and

the current political and economic integration the first evidence of human life in finland began sometime in the millennium 7 000 8 000 b c when small

tribal groups populated the area in 1155 finland became a part of the swedish kingdom when most of the finnish peninsula came under the rule of the

swedish king finland was annexed to russia as a result of wars between the swedish king and russian rulers in 1809 bringing about the age of autonomy

or imperial era the age of independence came when finland s leaders declared the country s political independence in 1917 as a result of turmoil in

russia after world war i finland along with several newly independent countries had to find its place in the new europe the country not only did that but

created a secure and prosperous country during times of turmoil it has emerged into a place of privilege with high levels of prosperity cultural

achievements and social peace ideal for students and general readers the history of finland is part of greenwood s histories of modern nations series with

over thirty nation s histories in print these books provide readers with a concise up to date history of countries throughout the world reference features

include a biographical section highlighting notable figures in finland s history a timeline of important historical events and a bibliographical essay

former police sergeant maria kallio gladly left her tiny finnish hometown of arpikylä without looking back but even though maria despises the small town

and the acrid smell from its now closed copper mine when arpikylä s sheriff asks her to serve as deputy sheriff for the summer she agrees what should

have been a quiet summer soon turns dramatic and deadly meritta an outspoken local artist plunges to her death from the copper mine s tower and

maria immediately suspects someone helped her fall now maria must face the harsh truth that one of the town s residents killed meritta and friends

maria has known for decades all harbor their own murderous motives even johnny her gorgeous former crush who almost makes her forget about her

long distance boyfriend antti who is studying in chicago in this thrilling addition to the internationally successful maria kallio mystery series the past and

present of the beloved finnish detective violently collide leaving her future in grave danger

silk stalkings when women write of murder first published by black lizard books in 1988 began more than fifteen years ago as the authors personal
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shopping list united by a common interest in crime and mystery fiction written by women and unable to find a reference source listing these titles the

team of nichols thompson began to compile a list for themselves they have done it again the result is the remarkable silk stalkings more women write of

murder that the genre has grown enormously since the first edition was published is obvious the authors not only updated past references but have also

searched out and introduced new women mystery writers this book provides a comprehensive survey of series characters created by women authors in

crime and mystery fiction from 1867 to 1997 the first half of the book categorizes 187 characters created since 1976 by profession avocations and

inclination and discusses them in a frank witty critical voice the second half consists of a master list alphabetically arranged by author s real name and

cross referenced by pseudonyms and a series character to author list the depth of the authors research is impressive and the detail is impeccable the

authors have been actively involved in the community of mystery writers for fifteen years attending conferences and getting to know the authors of the

books chronicled in silk stalkings nichols thompson provide scholars and fans alike with a source of long lost or forgotten treasures as well as what is

currently hot in the world of women s mystery writing today this extraordinary reference effortlessly blends engaging observations with useful data into a

work that will continue the well established tradition of silk stalkings

a group of hate crimes a conspiracy or a coincidence investigator maria kallio searches for answers close to home in award winning author leena

lehtolainen s riveting thriller after completing a dangerous mission training police officers in war torn afghanistan detective maria kallio returns to finland

as the head of a new special crimes unit but what awaits her in her home country is her most challenging and unsettling case yet three immigrant

muslim girls all members of the same social club have gone missing under mysterious circumstances when the body of a fourth girl is found in the snow

strangled with her own headscarf the investigation takes on a grim new urgency is there a xenophobic serial killer on the loose a random white

nationalist or does something more insidious bind the girls in a finnish city struggling to assimilate a new population of muslim immigrants the answers

are hard to come by one thing is certain it will take a detective familiar with the darkest depths of humanity to sift through the wreckage of clashing

cultures in search of the truth that detective is maria kallio
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